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The people of St. Stephen’s seek to be the heart and hands of Christ to each other and to the world. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Messy Church August 2018 

 

 September 2018 

We are having a Mexican Kermés  

and yard sale 

September 8th from 8-2! 

It’s a  Messy Church and Latino Ministry 

fundraiser!  

You may buy a table for $25 or just come to buy 

some tacos or items that will be for sale.  Contact 

the church if you're interested in a table.   
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Join us 

Sept 8th! 

Welcome Back Celebration!  

It’s a Sundae bar kind of Sunday! 
September 9th is our welcome back celebration for  

the new program year. Our choir will return and  

Sunday school will begin. We’ll have a fabulous  

Sunday and to celebrate we’ll have a Sundae Bar  

after church. Bring some of your favorite sundae 

toppings and we’ll provide the ice cream.  



2 

A Word from from the Rector 

   The Big Why 

 

As any of our nursery and Sunday school volunteers can testify, children are 

full of questions.  One of the most frequent and sometimes the most 

challenging question is: why? Why do I have to? Why can’t we do it another way? Why does it 

have to be like that?  

In truth though, those are all good questions. Too often we go through the routines of our life 

without any thought as to why we’re doing what we’re doing.  As people of faith, our answer to 

“why?” ought to be grounded in God. I wonder if sometimes we avoid the question of why, not 

only because it is easier to keep doing what has always been done, but also because it can be 

difficult to discern what God is calling us to next.  

I have been truly blessed by all the people I have met from St. Stephen’s thus far, especially 

those who have been willing to share their faith and stories with me. This church is a wonderful 

community full of people who are committed not just to their faith but to this church in particular. 

People long to welcome new people into this church. They are open and willing to change and do 

the work necessary to bring this church into the future God is calling us into.  

 Cont’d on page 6… 

 

 

 

Help us collect socks and skivvies for the homeless.  We will be collecting skivvies and socks 

on September 2 and 9 for St. Francis Center for men, women and children.  There will be a table 

in the Narthex for this collection. Once again we will also be asking for $1.00 per person for those 

of you who don’t want to go shopping.  We will have a basket at the back of the church marked 

Skivvies and Socks. All money collected will be used for the Outreach Committee to buy these 

items. 

Thank you so much for your continued generosity to help the people who are served by St. Francis 

Center. If you have any questions please contact Lu Burton at church or at 303-690-2639. 

Men’s Group meets September 4th! Note this is a change to Tuesday instead of Monday  

Congregational meeting: September 23rd following church.  Join us for updates about what is 

going on in the church, discussion about our upcoming bishop election, and a time for Q & A.  

Lost and Found: Currently in the lost and found we have two very dapper hats, a jacket and an 

umbrella. Please check the coat area to see if any of these items may belong to you. We will be 

donating them to Goodwill if they are not claimed. Thank you! 

Announcements 
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   “... Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least  

    of these, you did not do it to me.”     Matthew 25:45 

 

On August 15, the mother of our young guest organist, Kathryn Walsh, stopped to view 

the picture of the Many Faces of Christ that is in the Narthex.  She was in awe of the 

picture and I proceeded to tell her that it was the theme of the Episcopal National 

Convention that was held in Denver in the year 2000. I told her that it represented the 

different faces of Christ and that we should see the face of Christ in each individual with 

whom we come in contact. 

A few days later, I was still thinking of the picture and what it represents.  I thought of the 

gentleman who came to the Church the Wednesday before.  He asked if we had any 

bus passes.  I told him that we did not have any at the Church.  He told me where he 

was going and that the cost to ride the bus would be $2.50.  I checked my purse, I had 

three dollar bills so I gave them to the gentleman.  He thanked me and left.  On 

Saturday of the same week, someone rang the doorbell and I went to see who it was.  It 

was the same gentleman.  He asked if we had any bus passes, I told him that we didn’t 

and I was sorry but I did not have any money.  

There were three Altar Guild members working in the Church.  At the time, I didn’t think 

of asking them if they had any change they could give the gentleman.  So where do I 

stand?  I have thought about the situation for several days now and no, I don’t feel any 

better today.  In the past, I have always given whenever I had the money, so why do I 

feel bad about not having anything to give the gentleman on his second trip to the 

church?   

Have any of you been in a similar situation?  How did you respond?  Perhaps the 

question should be do you always see the Face of Christ   in the people you meet, the 

people who are in need?  Are you prepared to meet Christ wherever you are, regardless 

of the situation?  Have you seen Christ and did not recognize him?  

One solution would be to always live by the mandate we have been given by Jesus: 

“Love one another as I have loved you.”  And, in Matthew 25, Jesus tells us that we 

serve Him when we recognize and serve the needs of others. 

I do not believe there is a right or wrong answer.  However, What I would like for you to 

do is think about it, pray about it, and decide what you would have done in in similar 

situation.   

Your sister in Christ, 

 Deacon Marionette 

Deacon’s Corner 
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Gastromartyrs Kickoff Party 

Gastromartyrs is the St. Stephen's Supper Club and this year we are entering our forty-second 

year for our group…yes, 42.  We meet monthly September through May to enjoy good food and 

conversation, and would love to have you join us.   

Our kick-off party for this season is on the fifth Saturday September 29th at 6:00pm at the home 

of Barbara and George Biedenstein.  20948 E. Berry Pl.  Centennial, CO 80015 (303-699-2830 or 

303-587-8069). 

Main dish will be brats.  Just bring a side dish or dessert to share along with your beverage of 

choice. 

As always the kickoff party is open to all adults in the parish whether or not you are a regular 

Gastromartyrs participant.  We always love to see new faces, and what a great way to get to know 

those of us that you only see in passing on  Sunday mornings a little better.  

Our dinners are held in various homes normally on the 3rd Saturday of each month with groups 

ranging from 6-12 people.  The host prepares the main course and each couple or individual 

prepares a dish to enjoy along with the meal.  You'll find everything from fine china and crystal to a 

very casual affair.  You can be guaranteed good food, fun and fellowship.  Both singles and 

couples are welcome and you can join on either a full time or substitute basis.   

There is no need to RSVP for our kickoff, just come and enjoy the evening and fellowship. 

But there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for those of you who would like to join us on a regular 

basis that have not previously been a participant, or it has been awhile or your information has 

changed. 

Kathryn Jimmerson              9/11 

James Burton   9/12 

Jennifer Hamilton  9/17   

Kathy Everett   9/21                 

Edie Jones   9/24 

Tom Burkhart  9/28 

Charles Markesbery  9/29 

 
 

 

Pat Bayer 

Barbara Casto 

Katherine Croucher 

Emily Henderson 

Charles Markesbery 

Bill Latchford  

Did your birthday or anniversary get missed in the 

bulletin? If yours was an occasion missed, please 

send the office an email with birthday and 

anniversary information so we can update our 

system! You can also put a note on Teresa’s desk. 

Please do not just pull Teresa aside and mention it 

to her because that’s officially where the system 

breaks down. We want to make sure everyone 

gets celebrated! office@ststephensaurora.org 

Debbie Rice-Cave and Frederick Cave   9/30 

Marisol  and Neil Senecal- Mariscal 9/27 
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This month we show our love and gratitude to Ruth Ford LaFrance.  Ruth, 

born August 12, 1938, is the youngest child of L. Stanley and Agnes S. Ford.  

Ruth and her siblings (Janet, Peter, Lewis, and Richard) grew up in 

Englewood, New Jersey.  She was baptized at the Gospel Chapel in 1952 

and confirmed at The Church of The Good Sheppard, Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

Ruth attended grammar and high school at the Leonia School located in Leonia, New Jersey. She 

then attended Dover Business School in Dover.  

Ruth began work as a waitress and then became an administrative assistant for a company that 

made airplane parts.  She returned to school and was employed as a legal secretary for twenty-five 

years. Ruth worked for two years as an administrator at St Matthew’s Episcopal Church and 

continued to work part time as a legal secretary until 2015. 

As a young person, Ruth enjoyed bowling, sewing, and cooking and baking.  She was in a bowling 

alley when she laid eyes on the dashing young Edward G. LaFrance (Ted).  They met, one thing led 

to another, and they fell in love.  One day while shopping, Ruth went into a jewelry store.  She 

immediately saw the ring that she knew Ted would want her to have.  

Ted was smitten with Ruth and a short time later he bought the ring she wanted.  Ruth was at the 

kitchen sink washing dishes and Ted walked in.  Not one to play Don Juan, Ted unceremoniously 

gave her the ring and said, “Now I suppose we can get married”. Yes, young Ted did it his way, 

winning the love of the girl he adored. They were married about a year later on November 26, 1964 

at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Fort Lee.   

            Cont’d on page 9... 

Person of the Month 

Pet Blessing in Celebration of St. Francis 
 

 

 Sunday October 7th.  

Stop by for a blessing between 7-8:30am while you’re out for a walk or 

bring your pet to church for a special service at 9am for our furry, 

feathered, and scaled friends! Pets will get their picture 

taken and a certificate. If you can’t bring your pet in you may 

bring a photograph of your pet and get a blessing that way 

and still get a certificate!  
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Ongoing Weekly Classes 

Tai Chi-  Monday and Friday nights from 6:30 to 8pm in the library. Cost: $40 a month. 

Contact Phillip 720-413-9931 

Zumba– Down in the Fellowship Hall. Monday through Thursday from 10:30 to 12:00pm and 

Monday through Wednesday in the evening from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. Cost is $3 a class.  

Photography Club– The first Monday of the month from 6:30 to 9:30pm. There is a $25 fee 

that covers your yearly membership. Contact Terry at 303-910-7746 

Creando y Economizando- “Creating and Economizing”. This is a free craft class that is 

offered once a month. The dates fluctuate depending on their program. This month the date is 

September 13th. Be sure to check the calendar for scheduling.  

A Word from the Rector Cont’d from page 1 

The question is: why? Why does St. Stephen’s exist? Why does any church exist? Why do we care 

what God is calling this church or any church to do? At first glance those questions might seem flippant- 

like the remarks of a nursery school child, but in reality, they are important. Before we can get down to 

the work God is calling us to do, we need to know what that work is. We need to know who we are, and 

who we have been, and who we might be. We need to pray and think about the needs of this 

surrounding community.  And more than anything we need to listen to God. We need to ask questions 

about what we believe, what we value and what it means to us to be church in this time and place.  

Knowing the why behind what we do gives us a sense of who we are. Fredrica Harris Thompsett, who 

is a leading scholar on Anglican church history and was one of my seminary professors said 

“Remembering is about looking back in order to think ahead.”  Knowing who we have been and where 

we are going gives us a sort of litmus test to hold up all our activities against. Why do we want to start a 

certain initiative or continue a certain group? If we know the big why behind why we do everything we 

do, then we have the answer to that question already.  

We will soon be moving into our busy church season.  Christmas is right around the corner. And it will 

be Easter before we know it. There is much work to be done. But even in the midst of stewardship 

drives and pet blessings and choir rehearsals, the most important work we can do is discern why we 

are doing what we are doing and where God is in the midst of all of it.   

Wherever we go next, we will need a strong foundation, and although I am not an architect, I believe 

the best way to build a strong foundation is to dig deep. How can we deepen our faith? How can we 

deepen our relationships with one another? How can we provide the depth we need to know our big 

why? Let’s remember in this busy season and our busy lives the most important work we are called to. 

Let’s get to know one another, spend time in prayer and reflection, remember or past and look to our 

future as we discern God’s big why.  

Would you like to contribute something to the newsletter? Do you have an  

announcement? Call the office at 303-364-3186 or email us at  

office@ststephensaurora.org.  
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Do you like to sing in the shower, or in 

the car or at karaoke?  If so, you may 

want to join the Canterbury Choir. This 

choir is a group of dedicated musicians 

who meet on Thursday evenings 

from 7 – 8:30 p.m. We sing a wide 

variety of music from classical to 

contemporary and lead the 

congregation in worship from 

September 9 – June 9, 2019.  Our first 

rehearsal is September 6 at 7 p.m.  

The choir will be working on several 

special services this fall.  Come check 

us out and join the fun!  For more 

information, contact LeEtta Choi, 

Director of Music at 303-726-1637 or 

leettachoi@q.com. 

Sharing Our Spiritual Journeys 

Wednesdays beginning September 12th at 11am 

Join a small group of people from St. Stephen’s who 
will be exploring connections between our faith, 
scripture, and our lives.  We will begin by learning 
about ways to write our spiritual journeys, the 
moments from our lives that have been most 
significant in the development of our faith. We will also 
explore various practices that help us discern the 
movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Then we will 
share our journeys with one another and listen 
together for the Spirit.  This group is an excellent way 
to get to know a smaller group of people and deepen 
your own faith.  

The group will be followed by a noon eucharist and 
brown bag lunch.  You are welcome to join us for 
both or either event.   

If you have questions, or are interested in being part of 
a similar group at a different time (e.g. you work during 
the day), please speak to Kate 
(rector@ststephensaurora.org) 

The Daughters of the King invites new members  

The Daughters of the King is a lay order for women in the Episcopal Church.  The order was 

founded in 1885 in New York City by a group of women who wanted to implement the vows they 

took at confirmation “to work, pray, and give for the spread of Christ’s kingdom.”  By the Rule of 

Prayer and Rule of Service, Daughters pledge themselves to a lifetime of daily prayer and service 

that promotes the spiritual growth of their parish.  The St. Teresa of Avila Chapter at St. Stephen’s 

was chartered in 1988 and currently has 10 members. Our primary ministry is to pray each day for 

individuals on the prayer list, our clergy, and parish.  We are seeking new members to join us!  A 

class of preparation for new members will be offered in September.  Call Betty Rich, 303-750-

6545, if interested, and to learn more.  Also talk with current members about what being a 

Daughter means to them:  Marsha Botts, Sandy Bahr, Kathy Everett, Mary Jane Seese, Joan 

Earnhart, Barbara Bureau, Marge Matthews, Denise Pentico, and The Rev. Marionette Bennett.   

Need prayer support for a family member, yourself, or a friend?  Add them to the St. Stephen’s 

prayer list maintained by The Daughters of the King.  Call Betty Rich 303-750-6545, or email: 

brich492@gmail.com, or Marsha Botts 303-306-1456, or when sharing a concern with  

The Rev. Kate or The Rev. Marionette, indicate that you want your family member or friend added 

to the prayer list.  Full details do not need to be shared; for example, simply state a need for 

prayer for health, guidance, bereavement, etc. in order to maintain privacy.  

 

New opportunities at St.Stephen’s 
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The next Women Group Meeting will be held at St. Stephens on September 27th 2018. 

The meeting will begin at 12:30 in the Library and our organist, Gwen Blumenschein has agreed 

to be our speaker. 

This Month is titled "Pedals/Pipes and Pizza", we will eat in the Library and then the meeting will 

continue in the church. Gwen has enabled us to enjoy the full magnificence of our Organ after 

having the organ connected to all  the bells and whistles available to our church system. Please 

come and join us, every one and your friends are welcome. 

Please let Jean Howard know if you intend joining us for this interesting meeting and sign up for 

how many pieces of pizza you would like to order. There will be a charge to cover the cost of the 

Pizza. 

Hardworking Totes for Hope volunteers! Princess shows  

up  every week for moral support.  

Women’s Group 
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When she came to St. Stephen’s, Lea and Ray Moncier were in charge of the Breakfast Club.  Ruth 

became the leader of this group and for eleven years, with a good group of helpers, provided 

breakfast once a month and on special occasions for parishioners and newcomers.  This was a big 

undertaking, working on Saturdays and Sundays to complete everything, but it was something she 

enjoyed doing for all of us.  She and Ted helped to deliver food for Project Angel Heart which at the 

time was designed for individuals who had AIDS.  Ruth also helped with Summer Camp for two 

years, doing prep work in the kitchen. When the food was packed at Lynn Knoll Elementary School 

for the Totes for Hope Program, Ruth would pick up the food and take it there. She helped the 

women of the church make sanitary napkins for the girls of Malawi, giving them an opportunity to 

attend school.  When our secretary Stacy Wren became ill, Ruth worked in the office for four months. 

She got Shelby up to date and helped with odd office jobs.   

Ted had been ill for more than ten years.  He had trouble with his foot and ulcerative colitis.  He was 

in the Colorado State Veterans Home at Fitzsimons for five years and died April 28, 2016.  Her 

brother Lewis, a Professor of Philosophy and Religion, who will be 86 in September, has Parkinson’s 

disease. And, Ruth too has had health issues.  In spite of loss and hardships, Ruth’s faith remains 

steadfast. 

Throughout her life, her hobbies have remain the same.  However, she admits that she likes playing 

pinochle and making jam to sell.  And of course, she loves spending time with her children, 

grandchildren and great grandchildren, as well as keeping in touch with her brothers, Lewis and 

Richard. 

Ruth, you have been a jewel in the St. Stephen’s Family.  Your gifts of giving and sharing yourself 

have contributed immensely to the work we do.  Please accept our love and gratitude. 

Well done good and faithful servant! 

          -Deacon Marionette 

 

 

 Person of the Month Cont’d from page 5 

Both of them had been married before, but this marriage was good for both of them.  Not only did 

Ted fall in love with Ruth, but he also fell in love with her children (Richard, Robert, Jennifer) and 

immediately adopted them.  As a family, they often went on camping trips and would even have 

family reunions at the camp grounds.  Ruth remembers putting in a quarter to use the gas stoves for 

cooking.  They traveled within the United States all along the east coast, Massachusetts down to 

Florida.  And for more than twenty-five years, while her mother was still alive, the family would have 

their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner. These were elaborate affairs, rotating at the homes of the family 

members. There would be thirty people in attendance with lots of laughter and fun from Wednesday 

through Saturday. 

Ruth and Ted started attending St. Stephen’s and received a Letter of Transfer from Christ Episcopal 

Church in Hackensack, New Jersey on November 19, 1996.  Ruth became an active member 

immersing herself into the life of the Church.  She served as a Eucharistic Minister and a Eucharistic 

Visitor 12 to 15 years, was Altar Guild Directress for two years, and served on the vestry for one 

term.  On Monday mornings, she would help count the money collected on Sunday 
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Vestry Notes           -           August 19th Meeting 

1.  The meeting began with a discussion of a suggested reading by Rev. Kate titled: The Dream 

 written by Wesley Frendorff.  If given the opportunity, I recommend that you read it. 

2.  Rev. Kate explained what her expectations and plans as our new rector are:  

      a.  She Plans to get to know each individual/family by meeting with them one on one. 

     b.  Leading study projects on visioning, long range planning and spiritual formation including 

 expanding Family prayer groups. 

      c.  Renewing Children Sunday School/Chapel. 

      d. Creating a Newcomers Welcoming Committee and improve communications. As you may 

 have noticed several changes have already been made. We have signage to direct guests 

 where thing are located, the print (font) in the service bulletin has been changed and  

 instructions to assist newcomers of procedures throughout the service have been added. 

3. The following committees/events were approved: 

       a.  Our Fall Retreat is scheduled for October13th at a place TBD. 

       b. A Congregational meeting is scheduled for September 23rd following Sunday service.   

       c. Our Annual Stewardship Campaign is set for the months of October and November 

 concluding with a blessing of the pledges followed by a luncheon. 

       d. The creation of an Endowment Committee with their charge to look at investing 

$200,000.00  of the $220,000.00 Bequest from Elizabeth Starkey. 

      e.  Replacing our current finance committee with one more in line with our bylaws to include 

 terms lengths.  

       f. Creating an Audit team to complete past due audits. 

       g.  Creating an inventory team. This was tabled to our next meeting. 

4.  Coffee hour location will remain in the Parish Hall.  There has been some concern as to safety 

with large numbers of people, tables, chairs, and wheelchairs in the Library should there be an 

emergency. Therefore, the Fire Department has been contacted to assess the capacity for the 

Library. We, the Vestry, would like to know what would make the Parish Hall more appealing to 

those who feel it is not a desirable location. 

5.  Security/ Emergency evacuation training has been postponed due to Vincent’s unexpected call 

to Panama.         

6.  We now have a Master Calendar for the remainder of this year throughout 2019. If you are 

planning an event please contact the Parish Office.   

7.  If you have a calling to assist with any of the projects/committees, please contact Rev .Kate. 

As a reminder, vestry meeting are open to all members of St. Stephen’s. If you have any 

questions or suggestions, please contact any member of the vestry. The next vestry meeting is 

September 16th after church service.                                   

        Joe Edwards, Senior Warden 
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ST STEPHENS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

1 Del Mar Circle, Aurora, CO 80011 ▪ 303-364-3186 

www.ststephensaurora.org ▪ office@ststephensauora.org 

    Rev. Kate Bradsen, Rector  

Rev. Marionette Bennett, Deacon  

LeEtta Choi, Director of Music   

Gwen Blumenschein, Organist  

I’ve given my notice and I will be leaving St. Stephen’s  near the end of September. 

I’ve never loved a job as much as I’ve loved this one. Coming to work here every day was the 

most fun ever.  I’m ridiculously good at this job and didn’t really think I’d leave for a very long 

time but things change and life happens and there you go.  I’m really proud of all the work I’ve 

done here. I don’t think we always get to say that but I’m lucky that in this case, I know what I 

do well, and I know that this is something I was meant to do. I had to learn some things 

(Easter was a learning experience) but I got to organize and sort and find my way through it all 

and that is my favorite thing to do. You guys would tell me to “go home and relax” and my 

husband would laugh because he knew I just wanted to be working on something at the 

church. I dream organization and I get so excited when it all comes together. 

Thank you so much for all your wonderful emails telling me how fun my eblasts and emails are 

and how blessed you are to have me here.  It was an amazing gift of appreciation that I never 

took for granted. I loved it. I was constantly surprised though, since I couldn’t seem to get the 

birthdays straight. What was UP with that?  I write like I think-which can be chaotic- but I do 

believe life is amazing and full of laughter and joy and we can share that or we can stifle it and 

share very polished and appropriate information that will guarantee we all get good sleep later.  

I vote laughing. I’m ALWAYS going to vote laughing.   

I want to tell you how incredible Harry is.  He’s been my dearest friend and my rock. If I could 

give him a best friend award I would. Mary Jane, you won the best prize.  And Lu and Sandi -  

my partners in crime, I love you guys so much I can’t measure it. Mike-you are the most 

dedicated human ever.  Thank you for being dedicated with me. I appreciate you! And to my 

secret lunch friend, See you next Sunday. 

Thank you all for just...the best ride ever.  

  -Teresa  

    Parish Administrator 

Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God. 
      ― Pierre Teilhard de Chardin  

Letter from the editor 


