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The people of St. Stephen’s seek to be the heart and hands of Christ to each other and to the world. 

 October 2018 

 

Shadows and Saints 
A dinner and concert celebration of  

Halloween and All Souls 

Sunday, October 28, 2018  

5:00pm ghoulish dinner 

6:00pm organ concert   

Featuring scary music, classical pieces  

and stories from the saints.  

 
Mimi Munroe, Soloist 

Members of the St.Stephen’s Canterbury Choir 
Gwen Blumenschien, Organist 

A suggested donation of $5-15 will be collected at the 

door.  

 All  proceeds benefit the youth group of St. Stephen’s.   

Please RSVP before October 21st  

by signing up at the church or contacting the church office  

303-364-3186 or office@ststephensaurora.org   

Blessing of the Pets for St. Francis Day 

Sunday October 7th 

Blessings on the Highline Canal 7-8:30AM 

 while you’re out for a walk  

or bring your furry, feathered and scaled friends  

to church for the 9am service .  
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A Word from from the Rector 

Return and Renewal 

October is one of my favorite months, and not just because it’s the month I 

celebrate my birthday.  I love the fall.  I love changing leaves and everything 

pumpkin.  I am so grateful to be back in a part of the country where I get to enjoy this season in all of 

its glory.   

Fall is more than just pumpkin spice lattes and corn mazes though, it is a season of return and 

renewal. Although our church calendar drones on into the long green season of ordinary time, the 

patterns of our lives and our church tell a different story.  We are back into the swing of things: 

Sunday school and church programs are up and running, summer vacations are over, we are back at 

work and school, and we are beginning to make the needed preparations as we ready ourselves for 

winter. We are back in the same place, but things are different than they were a year ago or ten years 

ago.  For whatever reason as the days grow longer and colder we often find ourselves reflecting on 

what has been and what is coming, and recommitting ourselves to the patterns and values that we 

want to make real in our lives.   

October is a busy month at St. Stephen’s. We celebrate St. Francis with a blessing of the pets on 

October 7th, celebrate our diverse heritage at the Celebration of the Nations on October 14th and 

welcome the season of Shadows and Saints with a special dinner and concert on October 28th.  I 

certainly hope you will make plans to celebrate with us.    Cont’d on page 4 

 

There's a New Face on Staff 

 

Stop by the church office to meet Susan Bailey, St. Stephen's new 

Administrator.  She has twelve years experience working for Episcopal and 

Methodist churches.  The daughter of a sheep rancher and an elementary 

school teacher, she grew up in California.  At the University of California at 

Davis, Susan earned a B.A in Psychology.  She met her husband, Gary Brower, 

in a Biblical Greek class at Church Divinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley, California.  Two years 

later they married in the seminary chapel.  Susan received a Certificate of Studies and later a M.A. 

in Religious Education.  The couple lived in North Carolina and California before moving to 

Colorado eleven years ago. Their family enjoys the beauty of Colorado especially while 

birdwatching, cycling, or hiking.  Gary is priest-in-charge at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in 

Centennial.  Their daughter, Beilin, is majoring in Creative Writing and Classics at Cornell College 

in Iowa.  Their son, Greg, is a Sophomore at Cherry Creek High School.  Susan volunteers as a 

Court Appointed Special Advocate for children under court guardianship.  She is looking forward to 

serving St. Stephen's and meeting all of you. 
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I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall 

have life, even though he die. And everyone who has life, and has committed 

himself to me in faith, shall not die forever.   

 -The Book of Common Prayer 

 

As most of you now know, my brother, Douglas Lothair Bennett, Sr. died September 2. I have 

not begun to grieve his death but I know that it will happen in due time. Presently, I am finding 

comfort in your expressions of sympathy: the cards you have sent, the phone calls I have 

received, and your prayers for me and my family. 

Another source of comfort has been the mountain of memories I have of my brother who 

exemplified love throughout his life. Douglas was love through acts of kindness, generosity 

and the gift of self. I can recall the wonderful things we did together, the games we played, the 

special bond we shared growing up in Charleston, South Carolina, as well as the mischief we 

got into. 

However, my primary source of comfort, is the assurance that God is somewhere in the midst 

of my struggles. When the temples of our lives crumble, the pieces come together again as 

God promises they would. I am reminded that God lives among us, with us, in us. I am 

reminded that death never has the final word, that new life always awaits us if we choose it. 

My family and I accept Douglas’ death because we know that he lives with God. 

In the Episcopal Church, a funeral is treated as an Easter Service. The Liturgy for the 

dead is an Easter Liturgy. It finds its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus was 

raised from the dead, we too shall be raised. As my brother was the heart, feet, and 

hands of Christ for so many people, I am assured of his new life. And it is my goal that I 

too will continue to touch the lives of my family, friends, and anyone I meet along the 

way. This will sustain me in the days to come. After all, we are Easter people and Alleluia 

is our song. 

Deacon’s Corner 

Women’s Group 

The Women’s Group is scheduling a 

Picnic-in-the-Park for their next get 

together. Thursday, October 25th is 

the date. We will meet at the Church 

Parking Lot at 12:00pm, with our 

packed lunches and Car Pool from 

there.  

Aurora Animal Shelter Donations 

September 30 and October 7 we will be 

collecting donations for the Aurora Animal shelter.  

Please bring from the following list: 

canned and dry cat food/canned and dry dog food 

paper towels 

Dawn dish washing liquid 

blankets, sheets and towels 

non-clumping cat litter 
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Pat Bayer 

Barbara Casto 

Katherine Croucher 

Emily Henderson 

Charles Markesbery 

Bill Latchford  

Queen Emenyonu  10/7 

Carol Harkins  10/8   

Lu Burton   10/10 

Charles Emenyonu  10/10 

Kendy Cusick-Rindone 10/10 

Wesleir Smith   10/12 

Mimi Munroe   10/14 

Karen Hardy   10/19 

Harriett Heil   10/25 

Jean Burkhart   10/25 

Delores Shortridge  10/25 

Kate Bradsen   10/26 

Lowry Bradsen  10/27

Lu and James Burton Oct 24 

Derek and Jean Howard Oct 13 

Kate and Tyler Jones Oct 2 

Rebecca and  Tom Kim Oct 26 

Do you have an announcement or contribution for the 

newsletter?  Call Susan in the office at 303-364-3186  

or email us at office@ststephensaurora.org.  

A Word From the Rector cont’d from page  2 

 

We also have a number of transitions.  We welcome a new administrative assistant and bid farewell 

to our old parish administrator.  We are also beginning the search for a new music director as our 

former music director had to step down.  We are re-imagining our newcomer and finance 

committees and trying out new ideas like pet blessings on the Highline Canal and a Halloween 

Concert.  On top of all this our diocese will be calling our next bishop at the end of the month at the 

Diocesan Convention.  

 
I hope that in the midst of all these changes and busy preparations you can make a place for 

returning to God and renewing your commitment to follow Christ.  Take the time you need to 

deepen your faith through prayer, quiet time, and spiritual reflection. Remember the great love God 

has for you and the call you have to live a life in response to that love.  

 
To me, the seasons of the year remind us of the pattern of death and resurrection that is central to 

our faith and which we see written across our lives.  St. Stephen’s is experiencing this cycle as well 

as we seek to remember who we have been and discern who God is calling us to be next.  I ask 

that you continue to keep St. Stephen’s in your prayers as we renew our own calling.   

 
All are welcome at St. Stephen’s.  

 
-Rev. Kate 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

What does Stewardship mean to you? 

As we approach our annual stewardship campaign during the months of October and November, I ask 

you to take this time to prayerfully consider what stewardship means to you. 

In the biblical sense stewardship is about being grateful, responsible stewards of the gifts we receive 

from God. The tradition of giving back to God and to the church comes from the Biblical practice of 

“tithing” which means to give back a tenth of our earnings to God (Numbers 18:20). In the Episcopal 

Church stewardship consists of more than simply contributing money to the church.  It’s also about 

contributing time and talent, and volunteering for ministry and mission. It’s about reaching out to build 

relationships from a perspective of abundance instead of scarcity.     

We each have a different reason and capacity for giving, and every gift and pledge regardless of how 

large or small is gratefully received. Everyone has the capacity to give something, whether it is Time, 

Talent or Treasure. Yes, it may require a small sacrifice of time or doing without something, like your 

favorite beverage, a movie or even a night out. But, think about the sacrifice that God made for you 

and all He is asking in return, is your support in carrying out his ministries through St. Stephen’s.  

I hope your support comes from your sense of gratitude for the blessings you receive through your 

relationship with God and St. Stephen’s. 

          Together in prayer, 

            Joe 

The St.Stephen’s Story 

Part 1, How it Began 

From the White House to the Town House 

 

In 1951, Aurora (Pop 11,000) did not have an Episcopal church.  Several local families, most of 

whom were attending St. Luke’s in east Denver, began petitioning then Bishop Harold Bowen about 

establishing a mission here in Aurora.  They were so interested that they formed a calling committee 

to contact the bishop every week to remind him of their request. 

Bishop Bowen finally acquiesced in 1952 and on November 28th called Rev. Lloyd Goodrich from the 

cathedral in Washington, D.C.  Father Goodrich had been the curate during Franklin Roosevelt’s time 

as president. 

Shortly afterward, in December, the Gable Downs estate at 760 Dayton St with the associated 2+ 

acres were purchased for $21,099. The “White House”, as it became known was both the church, 

downstairs, and the vicarage, upstairs. The basement was cleaned out and remodeled for church 

school.  Since Fr. Goodrich didn’t believe in making children stay in place (he had none of his own), 

the 9am children’s service saw kids strolling up and down the aisles and at times up to the altar.  Fr. 

Goodrich would pat them on the head and just continue with the service.    Cont’d on page 8… 
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Vestry Notes 

Greetings from the Vestry!   I am the lucky one to share with you what went on in our September 

meeting and to tell you a little bit about my Vestry experiences.  We meet once a month though going 

through our search process sometimes necessitated meeting more often.  Currently we meet on the 

second Sunday of the month, shortly after the service (but not before we fill our plates and get some 

coffee). 

We met on Sunday, September the 16th.  After check in time we were called to order and we prayed.  

This month Kate had us read in advance a chapter from Pathway to Renewal by Daniel P. Smith and 

Mary K. Sellon.  We had an interesting discussion about what stage our parish is in and what are our 

next steps in terms of congregational renewal.  Kate led a discussion concerning goals. We then spoke 

about what we need to focus on in the next few months and also what our goals will be for the next 

year. We shared our hopes and concerns for the upcoming retreat (October 13th). 

On to Finances!  We approved the last months Treasurers Report. We discussed about potential 

responsibilities of committees as outlined by our bylaws (Have I lost you yet?).  As Kate said in our 

parish meeting, there will be new or recommissioned committees for Finance, Stewardship, 

Endowment and possibly Gifts.  We approved the Stewardship timeline and had a lively discussion 

about the garage sale on Saturday the 9th of September.  We again noted that it is the same few 

people that end up doing a lot of the work. 

And old business!  We have had such issues with our Elevator contractor.  We are in the process of 

looking for a new company.  And with a 60 year old facility, we again looked at building updates, this 

month, the Air Conditioner. 

We talked about the need to do an inventory of what is actually in our building.  Kate suggested that we 

pick a “Saturday of the Month” to tackle one room at a time.  I really think the Vestry is hoping for 

volunteers that are not on the Vestry to lend a hand.  We discussed the need for a Sexton as well.  We 

read Kate’s Rectors Report, noted upcoming events and discussed the Diocesan convention.  And we 

were done by 12:30!   

Our Vestry meeting are open and we welcome all.  When we need to discuss delicate subjects such as 

personnel issues, we do go into an Executive Session.   

My time on the Vestry is drawing to an end.  I have been so blessed to have served on three Vestry’s 

and I consider it both an honor and blessing to have been able to serve.  Every year when we elect a 

few new Vestry members, the Vestry changes subtly .  Each member brings their own faith journey to 

the table and everyone shares a part of their history and understanding to enrich and to protect St. 

Stephens.  My current term of three years has seen a Rector retire, transition begin (and end), 

struggles financially, figuring out  how to find a way to have a fulltime Rector and the chapter closing on 

a Lutheran/Episcopal Youth program.  Much pathos, great joy!!!  Please prayerfully consider whether 

you would like to share in leading our church.  I am so very glad that I did!   

               

         -Jean Burkhart   
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Person of the Month 
 

 

Wes (Wesleir Smith), the youngest of three daughters, was born October 12 just a few 

years ago in Saginaw, Michigan. When Wes was a teenager, her family joined St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church in Saginaw. She has two sons: Adam, an electrical engineer living in 

Santa Fe, New Mexico and Marc, a physician living in Franklin, Michigan. She also has 

three grandchildren. 

It is evident that Wes got her drive from her parents, Ulyss and Elizabeth Wesley. Her Father worked at a 

General Motors Factory, was a brick layer, and sold Avon products. Her mother played the piano and sang at 

churches, at weddings, and at social events. 

While growing up, Wes took piano, clarinet, and tap dance lessons. In college she added ballet and modern 

dance to her repertoire. She continued her tap and ballet lessons up to twelve years ago when she suffered a 

fractured bone in her foot. She continues to have piano lessons at her home. 

Wes attended the University of Michigan as an undergraduate and graduate student where she majored in 

biology and minored in French, political science, and math. She also managed a Learning Lab at the University 

of Detroit. She taught math and science classes in Detroit, Los Angeles, and Denver. Wes completed her post 

graduate work at the University of Denver and was a high school administrator for six years. While in this 

position, she tutored police and fire fighter cadets to help them pass Civil Service Exams.  She also participated 

in the Aurora Police Department’s Victims Assistance Program.  

After she retired, Wes went to Haiti to help clean and set up a medical clinic. From there she went to Havana, 

Cuba to participate in a Cultural Solution Program.  She is a member of a public service sorority, Delta Sigma 

Theta. Wes has volunteered at Bonfils Blood Center and Denver Hospice.  She is presently a volunteer in the 

Wellness clinic, organized by the Visiting Nurses Association at Windsor Gardens.  

Throughout her life Wes has faced medical challenges. From age three to seven, she underwent a series of 

surgeries to stop a recurring tumorous growth on the left side of her face. Wes has Achalasia, a rare esophageal 

disorder and gastroparesis. She had two major surgeries to help her swallow. However, a side effect from a 

prescribed medication caused her to suffer from severe depression close to a year. She has a personal trainer to 

help prevent more bone loss in her lumbar spine. This year, a nuclear bone scan revealed trauma to the right 

side of her skull. And in June she underwent surgery to correct a prolapsed bladder.  But like her Timex watch, 

“she takes a lickin, and keeps on tickin’. 

Here at St. Stephen’s, Wes has served as a Eucharistic Minister, she served twice on Search Committees to 

elect new rectors, and she helped count money with Mike Kendrick and with Sandy Bahr. She also worked with 

the Children’s Summer Program, and was one of God’s Gardeners.  She is a member of the Outreach 

Committee and after fifteen plus years has finally completed the four year Education for Ministry course. You go 

girl! 

For pleasure Wes started a book club and organized a building game night at Windsor Gardens.  She studied 

Spanish with Marisol Seneca, a church member, and loves to read “easy Spanish books”.  She has completed 

her travel bucket list; however, she and her sisters, Joyce and Lorraine continue to take a trip together once a 

year. This past year they went to Toronto and Montreal. Wes plans to get her golf clubs out of storage soon and 

is very slowly making plans to move back to Michigan. 

Wes, you are truly an inspiration to all of us. You have persevered despite medical challenges and abundantly 

shared your gifts of time and talent with our church family. We applaud and salute you for your tireless efforts 

and pray God Blessings Upon You Always. Well done good and faithful servant!  

           -Deacon Marionette 
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ST STEPHENS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

1 Del Mar Circle, Aurora, CO 80011 ▪ 303-364-3186 

www.ststephensaurora.org ▪ office@ststephensauora.org 

    Rev. Kate Bradsen, Rector  

Rev. Marionette Bennett, Deacon  

Gwen Blumenschein, Organist/Interim Choir Director  

St. Stephen’s Story cont’d from page 5 

from page The first Eucharist at the “white house” was held at St. Stephen Protomartyr Mission on 

February 15, 1953. There were approximately 11 families in attendance.  The only full wafer was the 

priest’s host.  All others were seconds from St. Anne’s, where Fr. Goodrich assisted.  Altar guild 

dues were used to purchase the wine.   

Within a year, a confirmation class of 21 was presented to Bishop Bowen. By 1956 there were 113 

members.  It was becoming crowded at the white house. 

Early in 1957, after a visit from Fr Goodrich, Miss Margaret Smith, a local landowner, donated 2.4 

acres of land in Park East at the corner of Peoria Street and Del Mar Circle. The bishop authorized 

the vicar and bishop’s committee to accept the offer on March 12. 

Shortly after, Fr. Goodrich was called to be rector of St. James’ church in Washington D.C. On April 

20, 1958 Bishop Joseph Minnis, who had replaced Bishop Bowen, assigned Reverend Robert 

Serna to the Mission. 

Since the white house had been outgrown, and the building on the Peoria St. site was still in the 

future, Chris Mauer, an Aurora restauranteur, offered the use of the Patio Room in his Town House 

restaurant located at Peoria and Colfax as meeting space.  Mauer was a friend of Fr. Goodrich.   

There has been a rumor around St. Stephen’s for years that a rather sound sleeper on a Saturday 

night was surprised when he awoke during a Sunday morning Episcopal church service.  Seems he 

had “dozed off” in a booth and was overlooked during closing.  I’m here to tell you that rumor is true, 

as my mother-in-law, Rainey Cotton, was the pianist that morning.  Talk about “stirring” church 

music!!         -Mike Kendrick  

Celebrate the Nations 

There’s going to be a celebration!  Come on, join us as we celebrate each 

other, celebrate our cultures, and celebrate our family traditions.  Bring your 

family, friends and neighbors to church on October 14.  There will be a parade 

of flags, good music, and good food. So come in your traditional dress and 

please bring a dish representative of your culture to share. 

A sign-up sheet is located on the round table in the Narthex.  Should you have 

any questions, contact Deacon Marionette at 303-751-5052. 


