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The people of St. Stephen’s seek to be the heart and hands of Christ to each other and to the world. 

Continuing in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers. 
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GROWING YOUNG 
 
Often when I meet with people and ask about their 
hopes for St. Stephen’s, they specifically mention a 
desire to have more young people and more families 
as part of the congregation.  Some of them remember 
fondly a time in St. Stephen’s history when the church 
was crawling with children and young people. Some of 
them simply recognize that a church with a median 
age in the 70s will have a limited lifespan.  
 
While I recognize the concerns of so many about the 
age of our congregation, it is important that we also 
recognize several things.  First, the people who are 
currently a part of St. Stephen’s have given of their 

time, talent, and treasure to this church for years and even decades. Proclaiming to them 
that we need more young people can make it seem like we do not appreciate the gifts 
they have brought and are bringing to this church. Also, being overly enthusiastic about 
young people and families can put a lot of pressure on the few young people who are at 
church, especially visitors.  
 
The challenge of bringing new people, especially young people, to church is the number 
one issue facing many churches today. Part of the universality of this challenge is due to 
circumstances beyond most churches control.  Churches are no longer the center of 
society. Fewer people go to church out of obligation anymore.  And many of the youngest 
members of our society have not only never been part of a faith community, neither have 
their parents (and in some cases their grandparents.) 
 
Like most churches today, especially among mainline denominations, St. Stephen’s has 
seen dramatic decline over the last decade.  (Membership and worship attendance at St. 
Stephen’s were cut in half between 2007-2017).  In the midst of that decline, the church 
has aged.  We have welcomed a few new families, and over the last decade there have 
been multiple efforts to reach out to youth and young families, with mixed results.  Now, 
we are beginning a renewed effort to help St. Stephen’s grow in faith and fellowship 
which includes reaching out to younger people.  
 
Our primary motivation for doing this work is not just because of our need for new and 
younger people. We believe that bringing new life to our church, and the culture shifts  
 
           —cont’d on next page 
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—A Word from the Rector, cont’d 

 

that will be a part of that work, will be beneficial 
to everyone and help all of us to deepen our 
faith and fellowship. 

This year the vestry will be reading a book 
together called Growing Young.  This book 
details the results of a research done in 2016 
which studied churches that were growing the 
faith of young people (between the ages of 15-
29).  These churches covered a wide range of 
denominations, locations, church sizes, and 
worship styles.  The common factor in them 
was not a hip pastor or a cool band, but the 
culture they created in which all were welcomed 
and faith was taken seriously.    

 
The six traits all these congregations had in 
common were: 1) a shared leadership model, 
2) empathy with today’s young people, 3) taking 
Jesus’ message seriously, 4) a warm 
community, 5) a priority on families and young 
people, and 6) being the best neighbor. 
Although a couple of these practices are 
specific to younger people and families, most of 
them would be beneficial to people of all ages. 
Our hope is that by fostering fellowship and 
spiritual formation and continuing our 
commitment to be a welcoming church 
engaged in outreach, we can not only meet our 
goal of welcoming new and younger people, we 
can also continue to be a church that is 
transformative for everyone.   
 
So, whether you have been worshiping at St. 
Stephens since before it had a church building 
or only for a few months, whether you are 
young or old, rich or poor, black or white, gay or 
straight, or beyond any and all categories, we 
are grateful to have you as a part of our faith 
community. We look forward to the gifts you will 
bring as we continue to grow together.  

WELCOME INTO MINISTRY 

TOGETHER! 

 

The Rev. Kate Bradsen was 
installed as St. Stephen’s Rector on 
Sunday, January 6, 2019.  Kate’s 
thirteen years of ordained ministry 
experience has focused on building 
faith communities, reaching those 
beyond the church’s walls, and 
helping churches and people live 
into their baptismal ministry.   She is 
married to Carol Bradsen. They 
have three daughters: Lowry, age 5, 
and 2-year-old twins, Susanna and 
Elizabeth.  

Kate habla español con fluidez. Los 
trece años de experiencia de 
ministerio ordenado de Kate se 
enfocaron en construir 
comunidades de fe, alcanzar a los 
que están más allá de los muros de 
la iglesia y ayudar a las iglesias y 
personas a vivir en su ministerio 
bautismal.  
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JOIN IN THE VESTRY’S REVIALIZING PLANS FOR ST. STEPHEN’S FUTURE 
 

Goal 1: Reaching New People & Increasing the Membership of Our     
     Congregation 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you.”- Matthew 28:19-20 
 
What you’ll see: 

More visitors on Sundays, more regular worshippers, and more people giving of 
treasure, time, and talent 

Events and publications geared to reaching out to populations around our church 
(hospital, Buckley Air Force base, younger families, immigrants & refugees, 
LGBTQ people, etc.) 

Ongoing training for our greeters and ushers (and hopefully more people involved 
in this important ministry) 

 
Goal 2: Deepening the Engagement of our Current Members 
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  

 
On these two commandments hang all 

the law and the prophets.”- Matthew 22:37-40 
 
What you’ll see: 

A commitment to growing young, including communication about what is 
happening with our youth and young families, and new offerings for people in 
their 20s/30s 

An evaluation of our current ministry offerings and events, and publications which 
highlight ways to be involved with them.  

Monthly intergenerational fellowship activities coordinated by a parish life 
committee 

Expanded spiritual formation offerings for all ages 
 
Goal 3: Closing the deficit in our operating budget (projected at close to $40k) 
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. - Hebrews 13:14, 15 
 
What you’ll see: 

Two major fundraisers: a rummage sale in May and a dinner & music event in 
October 

Opportunities to donate to specific needs of our operating budget, such as printing 
and lawn car 

Ongoing communication about the financial situation of our congregation 
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Breaking Bread:  Partakers of the Bread of Life 

Bread, as a symbol of life, stretches back in history to the early Egyptians.  To 

them, wild yeast raising the dough seemed magical and mysterious.  So 

Mediterranean peoples not only nourished themselves with bread but offered 

loaves, often crafted into decorative shapes, to their Gods.  Israelites also 

made offerings of flour and oil, ingredients for bread, to God at the Temple’s 

altar.  The name of King David’s birthplace, Bethlehem, translates to  “House 

of Bread.”  At the Passover, unleavened bread was a key component of the 

yearly ritual that reminded Jews of God’s saving power and their journey from 

slavery to freedom. 

 

Jesus called himself “the bread of life,” telling his followers that his bread 

would never again leave them spiritually hungry.  Shortly before his death,  he 

celebrated Passover with his disciples asking them to remember him through 

the meal of bread and wine.  His disciples repeated the meal with their 

followers making bread a key symbol in the sacred lives of Christians.  Or, as 

Episcopalians often say, the Communion bread is an outward sign of an 

inward spiritual grace.  By sharing in it, we recognize that Christ is with us, 

both personally and as a community of believers,  in a deep abiding fashion, 

giving guidance, strength and courage in our daily lives. 

 

Early Christians made communion bread loaves shaped like lambs or  

decorated with Christian symbols, especially crosses.  They would even bring 

bread from home to be blessed at the altar then brought back to eat at their 

week-day meals.  So why do today’s Episcopalians often use round, white 

wafers instead of yeast bread at Communion?  As Christian churches in 

Europe and Asia Minor split between Eastern (Orthodox) and Western (Roman) 

authorities, they also split on whether to celebrate communion with yeast-

raised bread, customary in Orthodox churches, or unleavened, yeastless 

bread, the choice of the Roman Catholics, who shaped their unleavened bread 

into round wafers.  Even so, Christians in the western tradition have always 

had the option of using both leavened or unleavened bread at the altar. 
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¡Vamos a partir el pan juntos!  

En noviembre de 2018, fuimos bendecidos con varios 

nuevos miembros cuando un grupo nos preguntó si 

podían mover su servicio de adoración en español de 

otra Iglesia Episcopal cercana que estaba cerrando. 

Comenzamos con una familia y dos músicos, y la 

familia de nuestro nuevo afiliado del clero, el Rev. 

Curtis Wait, quien coordina este grupo. Desde 

noviembre, nuestro servicio de 12:00 pm ha crecido 

para incluir a dos familias más que adoran con 

nosotros regularmente.  Rev. Kate regularmente 

predica y celebra en este Eucaristía, y estamos 

trabajando para traducir nuestros anuncios (gracias a 

Jane Olbricht) para que los miembros de este servicio de adoración puedan unirse 

a nosotros para otros eventos de la iglesia.  

Aunque el grupo es pequeño, estamos comprometidos a llegar a los 

hispanohablantes que buscan una casa de la iglesia. Estamos trabajando en una 

bandera española, y algunos eventos para llegar a la comunidad de habla 

hispana. Nuestro Eucaristía en español está abierto a todos.  Nos incluimos los 

niños en la adoración, y tenemos una maravillosa música de guitarra y piano. Si 

conoces a alguien que está buscando un servicio de adoración en español, por 

favor invítelos a unirse a nosotros. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

—¡Vamos! continued in English on the next page 
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SHARE YOUR STORY WITH OUR NEW             

BISHOP, KYM DOUGLAS 

“Lent is when faith is formed and reformed in 
the graphic reminder that must die to self to 
live in Christ. . . I am looking forward to 
walking the discipleship journey with you. . . 
After Easter, I invite you to send me a note; 
tell me how this year’s walk with Jesus 
through the cross and tomb transformed you.  
I want to hear the way the Spirit is moving in 
The Episcopal Church of Colorado so that we 
can embrace our new life together.”         
Read her entire meditation in The Colorado 
Episcoplalian.  Mail your Lenten story to her:  
Office of the Bishop,  1300 N. Washington St., 
Denver, CO  80203 

 
COMPARTE TU 

HISTORIA 
CON NEUSTRA 

NEUEVA OBISPA                 
KYM  DOUGLAS 

 
“La Cuaresma es 
cuando la fe es 
forma y se reforma 
mediante el 

recordatorio gráfico de que debemos morir 
para vivir en Cristo. . . Tengo muchas ganas 
de caminar el viaje de discipulado contigo. . . 
Después de la Pascua, te invito a que me 
envíes una nota; dime cómo el camino de 
este año con Jesús a través de la cruz y la 
tumba te transformó. Quiero escuchar cómo 
se está moviendo el Espíritu en la Iglesia 
Episcopal de Colorado, para que podamos 
abrazar nuestra nueva vida juntos". 
Lea toda su meditación en The Colorado 
Episcoplalian.   Envíele su historia de 
Cuaresma a: Oficina del Obispo,               
1300 N. Washington St., Denver, CO  80203 

—¡Vamos! continued in English  

In November of 2018, we were 

blessed when a group approached us 

about moving their Spanish language 

worship service here from an 

Episcopal church that was closing. 

We began with one family, two 

musicians and the family of our 

newest clergy affiliate, the Rev. Curtis 

Wait.   He coordinates this worship 

service where the Rev. Kate also 

regularly preaches and celebrates.   

Our 12:00 pm service has grown by 

two more regularly worshipping 

families and an average Sunday 

attendance of about ten.  With Jane 

Olbricht’s translation help we are 

inviting members of this worship 

service to join us for church-wide 

events. 

Although the group is small, we are 

committed to reaching out to Spanish 

speakers who are looking for a church 

home. We planning a Spanish banner 

as well as some events to reach out 

to the Spanish speaking community.  

Our Spanish worship service is open 

to all.  We strive to include children in 

the worship, and we have wonderful 

guitar and piano music. If you know 

anyone who is looking for a worship 

service in Spanish, please let them 

know about our newest service. 

Please stop by and join us even if you 

do not speak Spanish. 
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Food and fellowship go hand in hand 

at St. Stephen’s.  Did you know that 

church potlucks began in Jerusalem 

in the earliest days of Christianity?  

First Century Christians shared what 

they had with those who had little, 

especially with the most vulnerable in 

society:  widows and orphans.  

These Agape meals and the even-

handed distribution of resources 

strained the apostle’s ability to 

nourish both the spirit and the body.  

So they appointed St. Stephen and 

other deacons for this work, freeing 

the apostles to spread the gospel. 

Due to persecution, early Christians 

often worshipped secretly.  The 

Agape meal provided a way to 

worship safely through sharing a 

meal.  After Christianity became a 

state-recognized religion, breaking 

bread at worship and sharing an 

Agape meal went separate ways.  

Instead of meeting secretly around a 

dinner table in a home, Christians 

built churches and celebrated 

Eucharist publicly around a 

Communion table. 

But food and fellowship have always 

had a place in the hearts of 

Christians especially here at           

St. Stephen’s.  All are welcome to 

share the potlucks following Sunday 

services, meals at Spiritual 

Formation and special worship 

groups, evening gatherings around 

food, and join the Gastromartyrs to 

dine in members’ homes. 

Breaking Bread:  Sharing a Common Meal 

WHO ARE THE 

GASTROMARYRS?   

St. Stephen’s dinner 
club, Gastromartyrs, 
meets once a month 
in church members’ 
homes from 

September to May.  Members alternate 
hosting the dinners.  Usually six diners join 
the hosts each month.   They try to vary the 
diners at each month’s meal so this is a good 
way to get to know fellow parishioners.  The 
end-of-the-year celebration is coming up on 
May 18.  Find out more from Don Hayford or 
watch for their fall sign up. 

PARISH LIFE IS UP TO FUN AND GAMES! 

Don’t miss the supper and games night on 

Saturday, May 25 from 5 to 8 pm.  Play the 

games on hand or bring a favorite with you.  

Our Parish Life Team is planning monthly fun 

and fellowship throughout the year including a 

picnic in Del Mar Park on Sunday, July 21 at 

10:30 am.  Thanks go to planners Marionette 

Bennett, Barb Biedenstein, Jean Burkhart, 

Harriett Heil and Debbie Rice-Cave. 

PATHWAYS TO PEACE SUMMER CAMP 

July 3-12 • 9 am to 1 pm                                  

at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

July 15-20 • 9 am to 1 pm                            

here at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Children 3 years and older will enjoy music, 
crafts, and games  as well as sharing a daily 
meal and snacks while learning to build a 
peaceful world.  See registration info soon! 
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SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 

March 5, 2019 

St. Stephen’s celebrated the age-old Christian tradition of feasting before the Lenten 

fast with the Anglican tradition of eating pancakes.  No matter what you call it, Mardi 

Gras • Martes Gordo • Shrove Tuesday, parishioners of all ages enjoyed an evening 

of fun and food.  Thanks to everyone who worked to make this event delicious and 

delightful!.  Special thanks go to Lillian Nelson who shared her pictures for this page.  

Share your pictures of church events by 

emailing them to 

office@ststephensaurora.org. 
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WHY HOT CROSS BUNS? 

Easter and hot cross buns 

have gone together in 

Britain since the Middle 

Ages.  The tradition sailed 

across the Atlantic to North 

America with Anglican 

settlers.   

During the time of Queen 

Elizabeth I, people believed 

these buns could protect 

them from evil and would 

remain fresh and edible for 

an entire year.  With such a 

mysterious power, the 

Crown restrained their 

production to weddings, 

funerals, and Good Friday.   

The cross, sometimes 

slashed into the dough but 

more often baked into the 

bread, gave these sweet 

buns their name.  British 

bakers typically use a flour 

slurry to mark the buns 

before they bake and then 

glaze the buns with melted 

preserves.  Americans wait 

until the buns are baked to 

cross the buns with frosting. 

Traditionally, dried fruit 

studded the buns.  But 

today’s British bakers have 

been branching out, often 

adding chocolate chips or 

spices to the mix. 

ENJOY                     
HANDS-ON FAITH       
AND FELLOWSHIP     

FOR  ALL AGES  

Worship through stories, 
crafts, child-friendly 
communion.  Then share a 
simple supper, Messy Church is geared for our 
youngest members and those young at heart.   

Although usually meeting the third Sunday of each 
month from 4:00 to 6:00 pm, Messy Church will walk 
through Holy Week on  April 14 (April’s second 
Sunday)  at 4:00 pm.  Join a Palm procession, wash 
each other’s feet and learn about the Lord’s Supper. 

 

LUNCH WITH THE 
WOMEN’S GROUP AT 
THE CHURCH AND 

ABOUT TOWN 

Each third Thursday of the 
month, St. Stephen’s 
Women’s Groups  for 
lunch and an activity.  

Sometimes they bring a brown bag lunch; sometimes 
they eat out.  Outings and church based activities 
are planned through the end of the year.   

On April 18 at 10:00 am, they will carpool from the 
church to visit the Forney Museum of Transportation 
(cost $8) and then eat lunch at Olive Garden.  New 
friends are always welcome! 

 

BREAKFAST WITH THE 

MEN’S GROUP 

St. Stephen’s men meet for 
breakfast at 8:30 am on the     
first Monday of each month at 
the Village Inn, 15200 East Iliff in 
Aurora.  Newcomers, come share a cup of coffee! 
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HOT CROSS BUNS RECIPE 

(Makes 12 buns in 2-1/2 to 3 hours; adapted from online sources) 

1 cup warmed milk  

2 large eggs   

4 Tbsp. butter, melted 

1 pack quick-rise dry yeast 

4-1/2  cups all-purpose 
flour  

3/4 cup sugar 

1-3/4 tsp. salt 

Optional Spices:                
1/2 tsp. Cinnamon                  
1/4 tsp. Nutmeg                 
1/4 tsp. cloves 

1 cup of add-ins:  Raisins, 
currants, dried cranberries, 
chopped dried apricots, 
chopped orange-flavored 
prunes, chocolate chips or 
candied lemon peel or 
orange peel 

Flour slurry:  1 cup flour  + 
7-8 Tbsp. water 

Glaze:  2 Tbsp. apricot jam, 
apple jelly or marmalade 

Frosting:  1 cup powdered 
sugar, 1/2 tsp vanilla,          
3-4 tsps. milk 

 

1. Add the eggs and milk to either a stand mixer with a dough hook, a large food 
processor with a blade, or a handmixer with a large bowl.  Beat together.  For 

American style buns reserve two tablespoons.  Add the butter and beat together. 

2. Add the flour, yeast, sugar , salt, and spices. (The spices are optional—adjust 

depending on chosen add-ins).  Mix to make a soft dough without dry patches.   

3. Knead the dough until smooth and elastic with the dough hook or food processor 
or turn the dough out onto a floured work surface to hand-knead.  Hand-kneading 
may take 5 to 10 minutes.  Oil a bowl, place the dough in the bowl turning to oil 
all sides, and cover with plastic wrap or a tea towel.  Let it rise in a warm place 

until doubled, approximately 30 to 45 minutes. 

4. Oil a large baking sheet or line it with parchment paper.  Flour a work surface and 
tip the dough onto it.  If the dough is sticky, grease your hands.  Pat into a 
rectangle the size of a sheet of paper.  Scatter the assorted add-ins over the 
surface, roll the dough around them,  and knead them into the dough, collecting 

stragglers if they pop out.   

5. Roll into a log shape and divide into 12 equal pieces.  Roll each piece into a 
smooth ball and place on the oiled sheet with the smoothest side up.  Set them 
far enough apart to rise without touching.  Cover loosely with oiled plastic wrap, 

wax paper or parchment paper to rise until bun sized, about 30 minutes. 

6. Heat the oven to 375 degrees.  For British style buns:  Place the slurry flour in a 
zip-lock sandwich bag, add the water and knead into a paste.  Cut a corner and 
pipe a cross on each bun.  For American buns:  Brush with the reserved milk/egg 

mixture.  Bake 20 to 25 minutes until brown on top. 

7. For British style buns:  Make the glaze by melting the jam.  Brush it onto the 
warm buns before cooling them on a rack.  For American style buns:  cool 
completely on a rack.  Mix the frosting ingredients in a small bowl to a thick, 
pipeable icing.  Place in a zip-lock bag.  Snip a corner and squeeze a cross on 
each bun.  Store buns in an airtight container.  After glazing or before frosting, 

they can be frozen for up to 2 months. 
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FACES OF ST. STEPHEN’S—MIMI MUNROE 

You may have heard Mimi’s dynamic voice but don’t know who she is.  Well it’s time you 

get to know her!  Mimi Munroe, the younger of two daughters, was born October 14, 

1956 at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City to William and Sylvia Munroe.  Her father 

was a writer, with a strong belief in Marxism and Freud, and also an atheist, and her 

mother was a businesswoman and an actress. 

Mimi grew up in Jackson Heights in Queens and was raised as an 

atheist and a Marxist.   Her sister Jill, who was thirteen years older 

than she, left home when Mimi was five years old.  Despite the age 

difference, they would have great times together.  Mimi idolized her 

sister and was thrilled to tag along with Jill and her friends, especially 

since she was the “cute little sister”.  When she was a young teen, 

Mimi would often sneak out of the house in the middle of the night and 

go to Manhattan with a girlfriend.  They would walk around and try to 

act like grown-ups.   

 After her mother died when Mimi sixteen, her father began dating and later married 

Mimi’s ninth grade teacher. Interestingly, Mimi’s mother had said, “That Millie is a good 

woman, she deserves a good man,” though it wasn’t quite clear if Mimi’s father was the 

one her mother had in mind.  During that troubled time, Mimi began to associate with a 

crowd of misfits.  She was arrested and spent a night in jail.  This episode in her life 

made her realize that this was not the way she wanted to live her life.  She wanted 

something better for herself.  

It was clear to Mimi that she needed to get out of New York and away from the bad 

influences in her life, and moving to Maine would provide that opportunity.  A high school 

dropout, she worked as a chambermaid for a while until the hotels closed for the winter, 

and then on an assembly line. The assembly line work was so tedious Mimi left in the 

middle of the second day’s shift. The next day, she went to the local high school and 

begged them to admit her, and they did.  She graduated from Kennebunk High School 

five months later and afterwards attended the University of Southern Maine.  In 1980 she 

received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal Arts with an emphasis in music.  She 

thought piano was number one for her but realized that voice was truly her instrument.  

In 1980, she studied at Queens College (which later became the Aaron Copland School 

of Music)  receiving a Master’s degree in vocal performance in 1987.   

She had three children during her first marriage.   Sadly the first miscarried.  Alexander, 

her older child, was a child actor between the ages of five to ten, working with such  

 —cont’d on next page 
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—Faces of St. Stephen’s cont’d 

artists as Paul Newman, John Torturro, Bruce Willis, and Guillermo Del  Toro.Currently 

he is in China teaching English.  Daughter Arianna is in New York working on a 

degree in Computer Science and teaching math to autistic children. 

In 1991, while preparing to sing at the Easter Vigil Service at St. Andrews Episcopal 

Church in Hartsdale New York, Mimi asked the priest to baptize her during the service.    

A year later her son chose to be baptized by the same priest, who became his 

godfather.  Mimi started attending the Episcopal Church in 1999.  In 2003, she went to 

The New Seminary (Interfaith).  Despite being known as the class atheist, Mimi was 

ordained in 2005.  Mimi entered the Stillpoint School of Energy Healing in 2003 and 

received her certificate in Energy Healing in 2004.   

Little by little, Mimi realized she was neither an atheist nor a Marxist.  In 2005, post 

ordination, she met a spiritual luminary and teacher named Sai Maa.  Working with 

her opened Mimi’s heart and soul beyond anything imaginable and led Mimi to 

deepen the work of healing herself.  According to Mimi, being with Sai Maa can only 

be described as how it must have been for the early disciples to have been with 

Jesus.  Wisdom, Love, and commitment to Divine Truth are inexplicably profound in 

Maa’s presence.  In the past two years, under the auspices of Sai Maa, she began 

training to become a Magdalena Healing Practitioner (still in practicum).   

Ten years ago a childhood friend came back into Mimi’s life.  You’ve got it.  The love of 

her life is Patrick O’Flynn.  Like her, he too is a musician, and they make beautiful 

music together.   

After attending St. Stephen’s 2012 Christmas Eve Service, six months after moving to 

Colorado, the choir director, Miles Canaday, asked her to join our choir.  She was 

impressed by how welcoming people were  and because her prior church had an 

open communion too, felt like St. Stephen’s was a natural fit.   

Currently she works as a Research Manager in Pediatric Emergency Medicine at the 

University of Colorado Children’s Hospital.  In December 2018 Mimi began a 

Doctorate in an Interfaith Program.  She loves to lead meditations and teach spiritual 

practices.  In her free time she teaches piano and voice and serves as an end of life 

doula, and yes, she loves to sing.  In fact, she has just written a new song. 

Thank you Mimi for sharing your gifts with the people of St. Stephen’s and the greater 

community.  You are special and one of God’s beloved children.  Well done good and 

faithful servant! 
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Breaking Bread: Feeding Neighbors 

Just as early Christians were known for feeding 

those vulnerable in society, St. Stephen’s feeds 

the hungry in our community.   

Totes for Hope  Each week, volunteers collect 

food from the Rocky Mountain Food Bank, others 

pack the food into bags on Mondays or Tuesdays, 

and others distribute the bags on Wednesdays.   

New volunteers are welcome.  Just call the church 

office to find out how to get involved. 

Grocery and Pharmacy Gift Cards  On third 

Sundays, St. Stephen’s contributes the loose plate 

offering  to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund to 

purchase gift cards for groceries or medicines. 

St. Mark’s Food Pantry, run by a neighboring 

Lutheran Church, receives donations of food 

staples from St. Stephen’s. Put food in the 

shopping cart in the narthex. 

St. Francis Center a ministry of the  Diocese of 

Colorado, provides a safe and stable place for 

men and women who are homeless in metro 

Denver during the hours that night shelters are 

normally closed, while also hosting an extensive 

network of services designed to meet basic human 

needs.  A donation box is in the church entry.  

Aurora Warms the Night aids Aurora’s homeless.  

Currently, the Women’s Group requests toiletries, 

especially sanitary pads or tampons, to distribute. 

Put donations in the white crate in the narthex. 

Aurora Interfaith, unites local houses of worship, 

to supply household goods, especially diapers and 

baby layettes, to area families.  Their bin is in the 

church entry way. 

ST. NICHOLAS VISITED IN 

DECEMBER 

Our former 
Senior 
Warden, Joe 
Edwards, was 
on St. Nick’s 
“nice” list 
along with 

Barb and George Biedenstein 
and Greg Rindone.  All of 
these members received 
recognition for their 
outstanding service to the 
church and surrounding 
community  at the Annual 
Meeting in January. 

 

 

DISCERN YOUR 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

Wednesdays in May 
Starting May 1                     

6 pm Potluck Supper and 
Evening Prayer                   

7 pm Discussion 

How can we understand the 

gifts God has given us and 

the best way to use them?  

Join us for prayer and Bible 

study about spiritual gifts.  

JOIN A WATCH PARTY FOR 
THE ORDINATION OF 

BISHOP KYM DOUGLAS           

Saturday, May 18 • 10:30 am 

Come to St. Stephen’s for  

the live-streamed event from 

the Cathedral and celebrate 

the start of her new ministry. 
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HOLY WEEK 

APRIL 14   14 DE ABRIL 

9:00 am  Palm Sunday                                                                                                                 

A palm procession and remembrance of 

the last days of Jesus. 

12:00 pm  Domingo de Ramos                                                                                                 

Una procession de palmeras y el 

recuerdo de los últimos días de Jesús. 

4:00 pm   Holy Week Worship for 

Children                                                                           

Walk through the events of Holy Week 

with our youngest members.  We’ll enjoy 

a palm procession, wash each other’s 

feet and share a simple meal. 

APRIL 18   18 DE ABRIL             

5:30 pm Agape Dinner A simple meal                                                                                                              

7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship                                                                                              

APRIL 19   19 DE ABRIL                                                                                                            

Good Friday   Viernes Santo 

12:15 pm   Stations of the Cross and 

Solemn Prayer 

3:00 pm   Las Estaciones de la Cruz 

y la Oración Solemne 

7:00 pm Good Friday Worship                                                                                        

Traditional Solemn Prayer, veneration of 

the cross, and music from the choir. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

6:00 am  THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER                                                                          

An ancient liturgy which includes elements of fire and water as we honor                             

the movement from death to life. 

9:00 am  FESTIVE EUCHARIST 

11:00 am  EASTER EGG HUNT 

12:00 pm  SANTA EUCARISTÍA (en Español) 
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St. Stephen’s Vestry 

Karen Hardy, Senior Warden • George Biedenstein, Junior Warden      
Kendy Cusick-Rindone, Treasurer • Ruth LaFrance, Clerk 

 Class of 2019:  Jean Burkhart & Paul Mitchell 

Class of 2020:  Rachel Cave, Kathy Everett & Vincent Gayle 

Class of 2021: Tom Parko & Jim Willis  

Clergy and Staff at St. Stephen’s 

The Reverend Kate Bradsen, Rector • The Reverend Marionette Bennett, Deacon                                                  

The Reverend Dr. Douglas Dunn, Affiliated Clergy • The Reverend Delores Shortridge, Affiliated Clergy                        

The Reverend Curtis Waite, Affiliated Clergy • Gwen Blumenshein, Organist/Interim  Choir Director                              

Susan Bailey, Parish Administrator • Patrick Wilson, Facilities Manager 

The Annual Garage and Yard Sale will be on Saturday, May 11  

from 8:00 am-3:00 pm 

Join us on Saturday, May 11th to discover some treasures and help 

support St. Stephen’s.  You can also support this event in several 

ways:   

Donate goods.  We are accepting all donations except for clothing.  

Bring donations (except large items like furniture) to the church on 

Sunday mornings April 28 & May 5, or during office hours (9:00 am 

to 1:00 pm) Monday April 29
 
 through Thursday, May 2.  Bring large 

items, such as furniture, or any other donations to the church on 

Saturday May 4 from 9 am to 3 pm.  Make alternative donation 

arrangements with a member of the rummage sale team:  Paul 

Mitchell, Tom Parko or Jim Willis. 

Purchase a table.  Sell your own items at a table by donating $25 ($35 if electricity is 

needed).  Complete a contract and submit your payment by May 5 to a member of the 

garage sale team or during office hours at church.  .  

Volunteer.  Help sort and organize items on Saturday May 4 from  9 am to 3 pm or help 

on the day of the event with set-up, clean up, monitoring tables or receiving donations.  

The sign up sheet is on the narthex bulletin board.   

 

 

1 Del Mar Circle • Aurora, CO  80011 • 303-364-3186 

www.ststephensaurora.org              

www.facebook.com/ststephensaurora 


